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Thinking Slovakia´s History in the Twentieth Century 
Code:

Term:
Spring
ECTS credits:
6
Lessons per week:
90 + 90 min
Language:
English
Instructor:
Dr. Agáta Šústová Drelová, MLitt; Dr. Marína Zavacká, M.A.
Form of study:
lecture+seminar 

Prerequisites
Course Objectives
Does history matter? How does the past influence present? How can one tell the difference between sound history and a myth? Can the historianʼs perspective help us to understand contemporary challenges? What does it mean to read, think and write like a historian? In this course history of Slovakia in the twentieth century will serve as a springboard for thinking about major figures, ideas and processes that shaped both the previous and current centuries. 
Contents
The following themes and issues will be discussed Elites Ending a War, People come centre stage, Politics in an Interwar City, The Dynamics of Radicalisation, Stifling a democracy, Sending thousands to death, Back to democracy, Building a Stalinist City, Memory and nostalgia, Conformism and dissent.
Themes and Readings involved
Taught by Dr. Agáta Šústová Drelová 
1. Thinking like a historian 

Seminar 1. Historical Thinking 1. 
Introductory class. 
Seminar 2. Historical Thinking 2. (Secondary sources) 

Reading: Hudek, Adam. "Between Czechs and Hungarians: Constructing the Slovak    National Identity from 19th Century to the Present." History Compass 9.4 (2011): 257-268.
2. Postwar Slovakia: 1945-48 

Seminar 1. Postwar 1: Catholics, Communists, and Democrats in postwar Czechoslovakia 
Reading: Felak, James Ramon. After Hitler, Before Stalin: Catholics, Communists, and Democrats in Slovakia, 1945–1948. University of Pittsburgh Pre, 2009, pp. 1-46. 

Seminar 2. Postwar 2: Conspiracies, Dismantling postwar republic 
Reading:  Felak, James Ramon. After Hitler, Before Stalin: Catholics, Communists, and Democrats in Slovakia, 1945–1948. University of Pittsburgh Pre, 2009, pp. 124-6, 131-3, 150-1, 152-68. 
3. Building Communist Czechoslovakia 

Seminar 1. The Establishment of the totalitarian system 

Reading: Pešek, Jan. The establishment of totalitarianism in Slovakia after the February coup of 1948 and the culmination of mass persecution, 1948–1953. In Brown, Martin D., Mikuláš Teich, and Dušan Kováč, eds. Slovakia in History. Cambridge University Press, 2011. pp. 284-98. 
Seminar 2. Inside a Stalinist City 

Reading: Horvath, Sandor. "Stalinism Reloaded: Everyday Life in Stalin-city." Hungary (Bloomington, 2017) (2017). pp. 1-13. 
4.  1968: Prague, Slovak or Parisian Spring?  

Seminar 1: The many human faces of socialism  
Reading: Brown, Scott. "Socialism with a Slovak Face: Federalization, Democratization, and the Prague Spring." East European Politics and Societies 22.3 (2008): 467-495.

Seminar 2: A view from the West: 
Reading: Tony Judt, Revolutionaries. New York Times, February 10, 2010 available at https://www.nybooks.com/daily/2010/02/10/revolutionaries/  

5. Normalisation: Conformism or dissent? 
Seminar 1: Dissidents and conformists
Reading: Vrba, Jakub. "The Debate about Michal Pullmann’s Book the End of the Experiment." (2013). Available at https://digital.herder-institut.de/publications/frontdoor/deliver/index/docId/36/file/Vrba_The_Debate_about_Michal_Pullmanns_.pdf 
Seminar 2: Socialist and post-socialist elites 

Reading: Eyal, Gil. The origins of postcommunist elites: From Prague Spring to the breakup of Czechoslovakia. Vol. 17. U of Minnesota Press, 2003. pp. 93-134. 

6. November 1989 and its aftermath    

Seminar 1: 1989, People or Elites? Roundtables or the streets? 

Krapfl, James. Revolution with a human face: politics, culture, and community in Czechoslovakia, 1989–1992. Cornell University Press, 2013. 
Seminar 2: 1989 and its aftermath 

Reading: Timothy Garton Ash, Time for a New Liberation, New York Review of Books, October 24, 2019, Available at https://www.nybooks.com/articles/2019/10/24/time-for-new-liberation/ 

Iacob, Bogdan Cristian, James Mark, and Tobias Rupprecht. "The Struggle over 1989: The Rise and Contestation of Eastern European Populism." Legacy of Division. Central European University Press, 2020. 123-133. Available at https://www.eurozine.com/the-struggle-over-1989/ 
Taught by Marína Zavacka, PhD. 
7. Ending the Great War 
Seminar 1: Falls and Rises, Empires and their Successors, Old and new Elites
Reading: on Johnson, Anne. "Charlotte and Alice. Available at https://www.radio.cz/en/section/panorama/letters-bring-to-life-prison-experience-of-alice-masaryk-facing-execution-for-treason-during-wwi
Seminar 2: Drawing lines, making peace 
Reading: Brooman, Josh. The World Re-made: The Results of the First World War. Longman Group UK Limitd, 1985. Available in class.  (some parts also here https://betterlesson.com/community/lesson/530943/consequences-of-ww1 )
8. Becoming a Citizen  
Seminar 1: Where to get and how to make a citizen
Reading: Lipták, Ľubomír. Slovak Political Parties, Societies and Political Culture up to 1914. In. Lipták, Ľ. Changes of Changes. Bratislava, 2002, 125-138

Zecker, Robert M. "Negrov Lynčovanie" and the Unbearable Whiteness of Slovaks: The Immigrant Press Covers Race. American Studies Vol. 43, No. 2 (Summer 2002), pp. 43-72. 

Seminar 2: The city and the time
Reading:  www.pammap.sk , guided walk.
9. Dynamics of radicalisation
Seminar 1: Its economy
Reading: Lipták, Ľ. “Economic problems and the Social Consequences..” A Concise history of Slovakia. (ed. E. Mannová), Bratislava, 2000, 248-253. 

Seminar 2: From outside and from inside 

Reading: Lipták, Ľ. The international and Internal Crisis of the Thirties.” A Concise history of Slovakia. (ed. E. Mannová), Bratislava, 2000,-254-255; + Own selection of articles. http://digitalna.kniznica.info/browse
10. Down with Democracy 
Seminar 1: Dismantling the civic fabric
Reading: Lettrich, Jozef. History of Modern Slovakia. New York: Frederick Praeger, 1955, chapter III/2. 

Seminar 2: Violence and resistance
Reading: TBA, (virtual) tour to KZ Mauthausen, https://www.mauthausen-memorial.org/en
11. State-instigated hate 
Seminar 1: Breaking taboos, 
Reading: Vrba Wetzler Report
Seminar 2: Whitewashing crimes
Reading: The Slovak state during WWII and the Holocaust in the Slovak collective memory. Available at http://www.holokaust.sk/the-slovak-state-during-wwii-and-the-holocaust-in-the-slovak-collective-memory: 3.
12. Forced migrations 
Seminar 1: Asylants and emigrants 1918-1953
Reading: Polian, Pavel. Against their will. History and  Geography of Forced migrations in the USSR, Budapest 2003 

Seminar 2: Asylants and emigrants 1918-1953
Reading: TBA
Evaluation Criteria
40%  Written work – assignments 
40%  Final Essay (5000 words) 
20%  Active participation on classes 

Instructor is expected to provide a midterm evaluation.
Course Evaluation (%)
A  – 
excellent: 
100-93%, 
B  – 
very good: 
92-84%, 
C  – 
good: 
83-74%, 
D  – 
satisfactory: 
73-63%, 
E  – 
sufficient: 
62-51%, 
Fx – 
fail: 
50-0%. 
Passing a course assumes that student was not absent at more than 4 lessons.
