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Course name: Introduction to International development
Term:
September – January 2021

ECTS credits:
6
Lessons per week:
1

Language:
English

Instructor:
Jakub Csabay

Course description:

The course takes a cross-disciplinary approach on what is broadly defined as international development. The aim is to encourage the students to apply and problematise theoretical knowledge from other courses (while enhancing their interest in current affairs) by exploring the complexity as well as contextuality of pressing issues around us (e.g. poverty, climate change) from global through national to local levels. 

The course, consisting of 6x2h sessions, will be of interactive nature – it will combine lectures (including practitioner seminars), student presentations, policy roundtable simulation, and written assignments. Following a background lecture at session 1, which will provide an overview of historical developments, theoretical approaches and concepts, as well as key issues and actors in the field, students will be asked to make presentations and apply a particular theoretical approach to a concrete issue of their choosing (session 2). Session 3 and 4 will be seminars delivered by practitioners (Lucia Kiss and Anton Marcincin – tbc). Session 5 will constitute a policy roundtable simulation on Integration Strategy of Roma communities in Slovakia, where students will be representing different stakeholders (state bodies, municipalities, Roma organisations and NGOs, experts, international organisations etc. – tbc depending on number of students). The final session 6 will bring together all elements of the course. 
Assignments:

Session 1 – write a personal reflection (up to A4) on “what is international development?”

Session 2 – student presentations 

Session 3 & 4 – prepare questions for guest speakers

Session 5 – prepare for a roundtable simulation – Integration of Roma communities in Slovakia

Session 6 – Written Assignment (up to 5 pages) – combining what you have learnt in the course with independent research (secondary literature is perfectly sufficient but use of sources beyond recommended readings is encouraged), analyse one aspect (this will be consulted in advance) of Roma Integration Strategies in Slovakia.

Indicative reading:
Chang, Ha-Joon (2014) Economics: The User's Guide: A Pelican Introduction, New York: Bloomsbury Press.

Musinka, Alexander & Pollak, Miroslav (2020) The Things That Worked. Examples of Municipalities That Successfully Coexist with the Roma, Levoca: Beautiful Spis Civic Association.

Sen, Amartya (1999) Development as freedom, New York: Oxford University Press. 

Vasecka, Michal et al. (2003) Cacipen pal a Roma. A Global Report on Roma in Slovakia, Bratislava: Institute for Public Affairs. 

Background online resources (SOAS):

History of development policy - https://www.soas.ac.uk/cedep-demos/000_P524_CCD_K3736-Demo/unit1/page_13.htm
Development challenges - https://www.soas.ac.uk/cedep-demos/000_P524_CCD_K3736-Demo/unit1/page_09.htm

