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Course name: Relations of the Visegrad Four Countries with China
Code:

Term:
Spring/Fall
ECTS credits:
6
Lessons per week:
90 + 90 min
Language:
Slovak/Eng. 
Instructor:



Mgr. Gabriela Pleschová, MSc., PhD.

Form of study:
seminar 


Contact
gabriela.pleschova@savba.sk
Prerequisites
No.
Course Objectives
The course Relations of the Visegrad Four with China aims to introduce students to the complexities of the V4 countries’ relations with China, with the stress on their political, economic and cultural cooperation as well as on the issue of migrants from China and cooperation with Taiwan. 

At the end of the course, students are expected to manifest following abilities:

1. to explain circumstances of establishing the official relations between China and Central European states;

2. to compare various periods of relations between China and Central European states in four decades after establishing the People’s Republic of China;

3. to discuss patterns of trade between China and Central European states, as well as Chinese investment in Central Europe (CE) in the period before 1989, 1989-2004 and after 2004;

4. to describe the origins of Chinese migration to Central Europe, together with problems related to Chinese migrants in CE;

5. to critically assess the state of human rights in China and the policies of CE states related to human rights in China in the light of recent CE experience with political and economic transition;
6. to explain the nature of relations between Taiwan and Central Europe
7. to evaluate the concept of strategic partnership between European Union and China as well as between Poland and China;
8. to characterize contemporary Chinese foreign policy towards Central and Eastern Europe.

Contents
In the 20th and early 21st century relations between China and countries located in Central Europe have experienced interesting twists and turns. From knowing very little about its counterpart, relations between these countries developed to become political allies and rather close economic partners but also unconcerned actors and even political enemies. The most recent twist in the Visegrad Four-China relations occurred after 2000 when the emerging EU membership of the Visegrad Four encouraged China to reconsider the significance of Central Europe in the context of China’s foreign policy. Most recently (in 2012), China designed a special plan for advancing relations with Central and Eastern Europe and it has established a specialized secretariat to supervise the implementation of this plan. Further intensification of relations between China and the Visegrad Four can be expected, which invites new opportunities but also new challenges for all the involved actors.

Apart from developing knowledge in the above mentioned areas, students, during studying the course should also enhance their transferable skills, including critical reading, scholarly argumentation, team work and academic debating.

Learning activities in this class shall include reading of scholarly literature, group work, plenary in-class discussions, academic debating, mini-lecturing, discussions with invited experts and similar activities. 

Course Requirements 

NB: The requirements might be adapted, depending on the number of course participants. If necessary, other learning tasks may be added to support students’ learning, which could be assessed as part of class participation. 

Class participation (20%) 

Students are expected to attend each seminar and regularly participate in discussions and other learning activities. It is therefore required that students come to each class prepared, having read the assigned readings and making all other required preparations, for example a presentation if this is due to the next class. Students can be absent to two classes at maximum and they are not required to submit any documents for it. If a student comes to the class unprepared which is apparent from his or her performance, he or she is considered to be absent from the class. Every other absence from the class exceeding two allowed absences will result in decreasing the number of points allocated for seminar participation for 2 points. 

The grade for the seminar participation will be a composite of two marks. 

First, the student will receive a mark (8 points at maximum) based on his or her level of activity in class. Students who regularly participated in in-class activities will receive 8 points. Students who were active in approx. half of the classes will receive 4 points. Students who were passive for most of the classes will receive less than 4 points. 

The second part of the grade (12 points) will be based on student learning diary. More details about this diary can be found in the appendix. 

Written Exam 1 (35%)

Based on the assigned readings and in-class activities, students will be asked to answer several open-ended questions as, for example, to explain circumstances of establishing the official relations between China and Central European states, to describe the origins of Chinese migration to Central Europe and similar questions. This will be a written in-class exam. 

Written Exam 2- Final (45 %)

Similarly as during the first written exam, students will be asked several open-ended questions to demonstrate how they have attained course learning outcomes. There will be slightly more questions to answer at this exam than at the previous exam and/ or it will require more detailed explanations. 
Course Evaluation (%)

A  – 
excellent: 
100-93%, 

B  – 
very good: 
92-84%, 

C  – 
good: 
83-74%, 

D  – 
satisfactory: 
73-63%, 

E  – 
sufficient: 
62-51%, 

Fx – 
fail: 
50-0%. 

Passing a course assumes that student was not absent at more than 4 classes (lessons).

Themes and Readings involved

0. 17. September General Introduction
1. 24. September Central Europe and Taiwan
2. 1. October History of cooperation between Central Europe and China (1st half of the 20th century)
3. 8. October  Central Europe and China in the context of international relations and transformative  processes in the PRC (1945-1989), submitting learning diaries for feedback
4. ??  October  Central Europe and China after the end of Cold War – this class will be rescheduled 

5. 22. October European Union and China – a critical perspective
6. 29. October  China, Central Europe and the issue of human rights
7.   5. November  Chinese migration in Central Europe

8. 12. November. Written exam 1
9. 19. November  Chinese investment in Central Europe – case of Hungary

10. 26. November  Poland as China’s new strategic partner

11. 10. December China’s changing approach to Central and Eastern Europe,  course evaluation, submitting learning diaries for assessment 
12. 17. 12. Final exam 

0. General Introduction
Overview of the course structure, course learning outcomes, activities and assessment 

Discussing student expectations, preparatory group work for class 1

1. Central Europe and Taiwan

Required reading:

Tubilewicz, Czeslaw (2007) Taiwan and Post-communist Europe: Shopping for Allies. Abingdon, Routledge, chapter 3, pp. 46-76.

Recommended reading:

Szczudlik-Tatar, Justyna (2013) The Unexploited Potential of Poland’s Cooperation with Taiwan. PISM Bulletin No. 5 (32).

2. History of cooperation between Central Europe and China (early 20th century)

Required reading:

Bakešová, Ivana (1997) Československo - Čína 1918-1949. [Czechoslovakia – China 1918-1949.] Prague, own print, chapter 1&2, pp. 9-29.

Recommended reading:

Fürst, Rudolf  (2005) Politické vnímání Číny v Čechách: mezi věcností a nevěcností, orientalismem

a okcidentalismem. [Czech Perceptions of China: Between Matter-of-Factness and Imagination] Mezinárodní vztahy Vol. 3, pp. 35-37. 
Skřivan, Aleš, ml. (2009) Československý vývoz do Číny 1918–1992. [Czechoslovak Exports to China, 1918–1992.] (Prague: Scriptorium), pp. 94-99.

3. Central Europe and China in the context of international relations and transformative processes in the PRC (1945-1989)

Required reading:

Shambaugh, David (1996) China and Europe: 1945-1995. London: School Of Oriental and African Studies, pp. 3-19.

Recommended reading:

Tubilewicz, Czeslaw (1998) 1989 in Sino-East Central European Relations Revisited. Asian Profile Vol. 26, No 4, pp. 257-270.

4. Central Europe and China after the end of Cold War 

Required reading: 

Tubilewicz, Czeslaw (1999): Comrades No More. Sino – Central European Relations after the Cold War. Problems of Post-Communism Vol. 46, No. 2, March - April 1999, pp. 3-14.

Recommended reading: 

Moeller, Kay (2002) Diplomatic Relations and Mutual Strategic Perceptions: China and the European Union. China Quarterly Vol. 169, pp. 10-32.
5. European Union and China: a critical perspective 

Required reading:

Shambaugh, David (2004) China and Europe: The Emerging Axis. Current History, pp. 243-248.

Fox, John, Godement, Francois (2009) A Power Audit of EU-China Relations. Policy Report. London, European Council on Foreign Relations, pp. 1-18. 

Recommended reading:

Godement, Francois, Parello-Plesner, Jonas and Richard, Alice (2011) The Scramble for Europe. European Council on Foreign Relations. Policy Brief. No. 37.

6. China, Central Europe and the issue of human rights

Required reading: 

Fürst, Rudolf, Pleschova, Gabriela (2010) Czech and Slovak Relations with China: Contenders for China’s Favour. Europe-Asia Studies Vol. 62, No. 8, pp. 1363–1381.

Dworkin, Ronald (2002) Taking Rights Seriously in Beijing. Perspectives Vol. 3, No. 7.

Recommended reading:

Baker, Peter (2002) Human Rights and the People’s Republic of China. China Quarterly No.169, pp. 45-63.

7. Chinese migration in Central Europe

Required reading: 

Moore Markéta, Tubilewicz, Czeslaw (2001) Chinese Migrants in the Czech Republic: Perfect Strangers. Asian Survey Vol. 41, No. 4, pp. 611-628.

Recommended reading:

Nyíri, Pál (2003) Chinese Migration to Eastern Europe. International Migration Vol. 41, No. 3, pp. 239-265.

8. Written Exam 1

9. Chinese investment in Central Europe – case of Hungary
Required reading Group 1: 

Szunomár, Ágnes, Völgyi, Katalin and Matura, Tamás (2014) Chinese Investments and Financial Engagement in Hungary. Centre for Economic and Regional Studies, HAS, Institute of World Economics, Working paper No. 208.
Required reading Group 2: 

Pleschová, Gabriela (2013) “The Slovak and Hungarian Partnerships with China: High Hopes that Did Not Come True.” In Fürst, Rudolf and Tesař, Filip, eds. China’s Comeback in Former Eastern Europe: No Longer Comrades, Not Yet Strategic Partners. Prague, Institute of Int. Relations, pp. 45-59.
10. Poland as China’s new strategic partner
Required reading: 

Szczudlik-Tatar, Justyna (2013) “Poland and China: a Strategic Partnership in the Making?” In Fürst, Rudolf and Tesař, Filip, eds. China’s Comeback in Former Eastern Europe: No Longer Comrades, Not Yet Strategic Partners. Prague, Institute of International Relations, pp. 25-44.
Recommended reading: 

Otero, Miguel, Seaman, John, Ekman, Alice and Huotari, Mikko (2015) The European Think-tank Network on China (ETNC) 2015 Report (working version). 

11. China’s changing approach to Central and Eastern Europe

Required readings:

Pleschová, Gabriela, Fürst, Rudolf (2015) Mobilizing Overseas Chinese to Back up Chinese Diplomacy: The Case of President Hu Jintao’s Visit in Slovakia in 2009. Problems of Post-communism Vol. 62, No. 1, pp. 55-65.
Szczudlik-Tatar, Justyna (2013) China’s Charm Offensive in Central and Eastern Europe: The Implementation of Its “12 Measures” Strategy. PISM bulletin No. 106 (559).

12. Final exam 

Further recommended resources:

Chatham House: www.chathamhouse.org/research/regions/asia/china

China Policy Institute: www.nottingham.ac.uk/cpi/research/funded-projects/chinese-eu/research-outputs.aspx, www.nottingham.ac.uk/cpi/chinaanalysis/index.aspx

Appendix: Learning diary 

Students are required to keep a diary where they briefly summarize after each week how the class has contributed to their improved knowledge of the topic and how they have achieved course intended learning outcomes. Students are not expected to summarize our in-class discussion; rather, they should describe if and how their understanding of an issue changed based on the assigned readings and seminar activities. For instance, they can take a note about any ideas they found surprising, they disagreed with or they found an excellent explanation of a phenomenon and support their claims with arguments. The expected length of the entries is 300 – 600 words (each).

Learning diary is expected to be written as a narrative. If only using bullet points students can demonstrate that they have learnt new facts but not how they can relate these facts to each other. If the student identifies some phenomenon he/she found new or surprising he or she should also explain the reasons of the occurrence of this phenomenon. It is moreover important that students in their weekly entries contrast their new knowledge with their previous knowledge.

Minimal number of entries for the learning diary so that the diary was assessed is 8.

Journal entries are to be submitted for formative assessment (feedback) after seminar 3 (8 October). 

Students shall submit the diary with all entries for summative assessment at the end of semester. They are expected to choose and highlight one reflection they consider the best document of their learning – this will be the subject of grading. The other graded reflection will be randomly chosen by the teacher. 

Journal entries will be graded as follows: 

a) For brief summaries what happened in class, and/or summaries of the reading(s) and/or for entries which document quantitative increase of knowledge (acquirement of new factual information) and/or for entries that reveal misunderstanding students will receive 6 points; 

b) Entries that document that a student could identify and explain major problem(s) related to the class topic and/or entries that manifest that a student has learnt to approach problems from different point(s) of view and/or entries that document critical approach to reading will get the student into the 7-9 points range;

c) Entries that except for b) reveal that student has made a conceptual change in his/her understanding of problem(s) related to class topic (this implies that a student compares in the diary his/her thoughts before and after the class or after reading the literature) will get the student into the 10-12 points range. 

For more than 2 missing diary entries, 2 points will be subtracted, for a complete diary submitted 2 more points will be added.
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