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Liberal Arts College





Introduction to Political Science – FALL 2015
Bratislava International School of Liberal Arts (www.BISLA.eu)
Instructor: doc. Samuel Abrahám, PhD
Abraham.xyz@gmail.com , abraham@bisla.sk 
Monday: 
  1:00-2:30 pm (lecture)
Wednesday:   1:00-2:30 pm (seminar) 
MOODLE: www.bisla.sk/kabinet/moodle 

Office Hours: 

Wednesday 2:30-16:00 
Set up an individual meeting through email or send SMS or contact Lucia. My cell phone is: 0905 727-785

Course Description:

Historically, political science has been plagued by disagreements over the purposes it serves, the basic questions it should be addressing, and the methods of analysis by which we gain knowledge of politics. Introduction to Political Science should begin to teach students to organize and connect factual information by using their analytical abilities to think critically about politics. In this course, students should learn about the basic nature of political science and the connections between the sub-divisions of the field. The course will introduce students to the basic concepts, institutions, and processes of politics. It will also provide the conceptual meaning and concrete information needed in order to understand and cope with the political events and governmental actions that affect every individual.  

Class Participation and Exams 

40% Written essays (min. 5  essys (400-500 words), 1–2 longer essays (1000-1200 words)
30% Active participation in seminars, discussions, preparation for classes 30% Quizzes in class and short tests 
Lecturer will provide mid-semester evaluation (preliminary course grade)

The Structure of Sessions & Teaching Methods

Each week, there will be 3 (academic) contact hours of teaching divided into one hour and a half lecture and one hour and a half seminar. The lecture will cover the reading material. During the seminar the focus will be on the topics from assigned material and the topics covered during the lectures as well as student presentations. Student must read all the required text before classes.  
If a student is absent for a class, he or she finds out from other students the politics covered in the lecture/seminar and finds out the assignments for the next lecture/seminar.  If absent, student must send the assignment before the class to abraham@bisla.sk 

NOTE: 4 absences (or more) result in an automatic course grade Fx

Plagiarism is a serious offense against the school policies. Please consult the Plagiarism FAQs on MOODLE course page (also handed out in the first class).
Course Materials

The core textbook is Michael G .Roskin, Robert L. Cord, James A. Medeiros, and Walter S. Jones, Political Science: An Introduction (2012, Upper Saddle River, NJ: Pearson/Prentice Hall) 12th Edition.
Leo Strauss: What Is Education?
Isaiah Berlin: “On the Pursuit of the Ideal“, NYRB 1988 (In Slovak: K&K 2/1999 www.kritika.sk) 
OUTLINE OF TOPICS

Wednesday September 16

Introduction to P-111, overview of the course ahead and the subject of political science
What is political around us?
What is political science?
Monday, September 21

Introduction – the value of liberal education

Read Leo Strauss (handout in previous class and on MOODLE)
Friday, September 25

Introduction – liberal education and active citizenship

Read: excerpts from Stanley Fish and Martha Nussbaum (handout in previous class and on MOODLE)

Short quiz on liberal education and active citizenship

PART I.  The Bases of Politics (Roskin textbook pp. 1-116)

Monday, September 28
Ch.1 Politics and Political Science (Roskin textbook)
Why did politics fall out of favor? Is it back now? Why did Aristotle call politics “the master science”? What did Machiavelli bring to the study of politics? How are legitimacy, sovereignty, and authority different but similar? Why must your paper have a “provable thesis”?

OCTOBER

Ch.2 Theories

How can something as messy as politics be a science? Who founded political science? What did Machiavelli, Confucius, Kautilya, and Ibn Khaldun have in common?

How did Hobbes, Locke, and Rousseau differ? What is the crux of Marx’s theory? What is “positivism,” and how does it underlie much of social science? What is Easton’s theory of the political system? How does modernization theory borrow from Marx? What is rational-choice theory?

Ch.3.Political ideologies

Is it possible to be totally pragmatic, with no ideology? How close are modern liberalism and social democracy? What changes did Lenin make to Marxism? Why is nationalism the strongest ideology?

What are the main elements of fascism? What is “Islamism,” and why is it dangerous?

Do any ideologies attract today’s students? Could ideological politics die out?

NOVEMBER
Nations, States and Governments

Ch.4 States 

What is the difference between a nation and a state? What are weak states and failed states? What were Aristotle’s six types of government? What is the crux of a political institution? What are the problems of unitary and federal systems? What are the two main electoral systems and their advantages and disadvantages?

Ch.5 Rights

What are constitutions and constitutionalism? What makes something a “right”? Should a constitution specify social and economic rights? Do most constitutions have “checks and balances”?

Should outlawing hate speech trump free speech?

Ch 6. Regimes

Why does modern democracy mean representative democracy? Which are the defining characteristics of democracy? Which is more accurate, the elite or the pluralist theory? Why is totalitarianism a twentieth-century phenomenon? What is the difference between totalitarian and authoritarian? Are totalitarian systems bound to fail? Why? Why have many countries recently turned democratic?

Why does democracy fail? Can democracy be exported?

DECEMBER

PART II.  Political Attitudes (pp. 92-151) 

Ch. 7 Political Culture 

What is political culture? How does political culture differ from public opinion?

Explain the three types of political culture found by Almond and Verba. How do elite and mass political cultures differ? Why do some cultures lead to economic growth? How can you tell if a group forms a distinct subculture? What are the most potent agents of a political socialization?

Ch. 8 Public Opinion 

Does government follow or create public opinion? How important is religion in forming opinion?

What is the theory of political generations? How important is religion in forming U.S. opinion? What is the theory of political generations? What are the three classic opinion curves? What is a random sample?

What does“popularity” of political leaders really measure? What is intensity and volatility?
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